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MAJOR NEW FUNDING PROGRAM LAUNCHED TO SUSTAIN SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA’S SACRED PLACES 

The Philadelphia Regional Fund for Sacred Places Will Infuse Historically Significant And Community Serving Sacred Sites With Funding And Technical Training

PHILADELPHIA (May 19, 2006) - Partners for Sacred Places (Partners), a Philadelphia-based non-sectarian, non profit organization devoted to helping religious congregations and their communities sustain and actively use older and historic sacred places, today launched The Philadelphia Regional Fund for Sacred Places with a ceremony at Shiloh Baptist Church in South Philadelphia.  The Philadelphia Regional Fund, initialized with a $1 million Challenge Grant from the William Penn Foundation, is a major new source of funding and technical training for historic, community-serving sacred places trying to meet the urgent repair and renovation challenges threatening the future of their properties.  This is the largest fund of its type in the nation.

Throughout the country historic churches, synagogues and mosques are increasingly at risk. According to Sacred Places at Risk, a study released by Partners for Sacred Places in 1998, 93% of congregations with older buildings open their doors to the larger community (beyond their congregations) to host community service programs every year.  Research has also shown that many aging congregations are facing severe repair bills and without a major infusion of funding, may be mothballed or demolished. If 
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congregations are forced to close their doors due to infrastructure issues, the human and cultural loss is valued at $100 million annually in Philadelphia alone.    

The Philadelphia Regional Fund for Sacred Places was designed to tackle such issues and has received widespread public and private support. State and local lawmakers, funders and donors, distinguished clergy and representatives of the preservation community attended The Philadelphia Regional Fund’s launch ceremony. 

Speakers at the event included Feather O. Houstoun, president of the William Penn Foundation.  “If we continue to neglect the physical needs of these historically significant older structures, we will not only lose parts of our region’s cultural heritage, we will lose important anchors of our older communities,” she said.  The William Penn Foundation awarded a $1 million Challenge Grant to The Philadelphia Regional Fund.

Additional funding was provided by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC). “The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission is pleased to support Partners for Sacred Places and to work with others to help bring about positive change for neighborhoods by maintaining their treasured buildings,” said Barbara Franco, executive director of PHMC, who was also in attendance. 

Partners officially announced the first round of grant recipient congregations during the ceremony. These congregations will receive funding in varying amounts according to their state of need.  They include: St. Francis de Sales Church (West Philadelphia), First African Baptist Church (Southwest Center City), Holy Trinity Romanian Orthodox Church (Northern Liberties), St. John’s Episcopal Church (Norristown), Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church, Hamilton Village (University City), Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church (Queen Village), Church of the Trinity, Episcopal (Coatesville),  

Polite Temple Baptist Church (Germantown), St. Andrew and St. Monica Episcopal Church (West Powelton Village), Chestnut Hill Baptist Church (Chestnut Hill), 
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Overbrook Presbyterian Church (Overbrook Farms), and Church of the Holy Trinity (West Chester).  Representatives from each congregation were present at the ceremony.  

“The Philadelphia region has, arguably, the most important collection of historic churches, synagogues, and meetinghouses in America, because from the beginning all faith groups were welcomed here, and they built prominent, strategically located buildings all across the area. Today, these places play an irreplaceable role in serving neighborhoods and strengthening communities.  It’s so appropriate, then, that the Fund is the largest in America, and its outreach is serving as a model across the nation,” said A. Robert Jaeger, executive director of Partners for Sacred Places. “The support and training grantees will receive from this effort is good news for our neighborhoods, and those who care about sustaining them in a healthy and strong way.”

Philadelphia will serve as the pilot city for this program. Partners for Sacred Places is already working to transport The Philadelphia Regional Fund model to Forth Worth, Texas and is currently in discussion with other religious and preservation leaders across the nation.  

For more information, please visit: www.sacredplaces.org. 

###

Partners for Sacred Places is the nation’s leading non-profit organization that promotes the stewardship and active community use of America’s older and historic religious properties through information, resources and advocacy to strengthen communities.  Founded in 1989, Partners is headquartered in Philadelphia.  For more information, please visit: www.sacredplaces.org. 

The William Penn Foundation, founded in 1945 by Otto and Phoebe Haas, is dedicated to improving the quality of life in the Greater Philadelphia region through efforts that foster rich cultural expression, strengthen children’s futures, and deepen connections to nature and community.  In partnership with others, the Foundation works to advance a vital, just, and caring community.  Learn more about the Foundation online at www.williampennfoundation.org   

Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission is responsible for operating and maintaining historic museums state-wide and works to ensure that the Commonwealth’s most precious treasures are saved for future generations by preserving Pennsylvania’s historic landmarks.  For more information, please visit: www.phmc.state.pa.us.  

